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We will remember them
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MINUTES’ silences
were observed by
scores of VIC
members who
attended services
across East
Lancashire, Greater
Manchester and
London.

School services were

observed at Alder

Grange School and

Fearns Community

Sports College and at

the remote moorland war

memorial in Weir with

Northern Primary School,

while the Singing Group

joined the service at

Stacksteads.

On Friday evening 12

members, including

Second World War

veterans Doug Hocken

and Lewis Banham,

attended the Festival of

Remembrance at

Manchester Airport .

At the Rossendale

Armed Forces Breakfast

Club, organised by VIC

member Bill Ogden,

visitors took a break from

their breakfast to

observe the silence at

11am and a short

ceremony was held and

Bill laid a wreath.

Other services

attended by VIC on

Saturday included

Rochdale, Oldham,

Haslingden and Bury.

On Remembrance

Sunday members were

present at Bacup,

Haslingden,

Ramsbottom, Tottington,

Bury, Oldham,

Rawtenstall, Manchester,

Rochdale, London and

Bolton

Two VIC members

also went along to the

M60 Ride of Respect

bikers event that set off

from Birch Services on

the M60.

Operations Manager

Bob Elliott said: “This

year has been busier

than last year and we

have noticed an increase

in the number of

members of the public

who are attending the

services.

“When we arrived at

the Ride of Respect with

the Crew Van there were

a few motorcycles and

then more came and

more and more.

“They took over the

lorry park and soon it

was filled with bikes.

There was such a buzz,

the atmosphere was

amazing and the bikers

showed the utmost

respect for

Remembrance Sunday.

“This was their way of

paying their respects, to

ride around the M60 to

form a poppy by wearing

red T-shirts.”

The organisers

selected VIC to benefit

from money raised by

the event.

Bob added: “The

height of the Crew Van

also provided an

excellent vantage point

for photographers and

film crews.”
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A FULL-time Project Worker is being sought for the

Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale areas to support

ex-services and emergency personnel.

Chief Executive Liz Hamilton said: “We are

looking for someone who can focus on identifying

and supporting ex-services personnel within those

areas.”

For an application pack email

lizhamilton@vic.org.uk. The closing date for

applications is 12 noon Friday December 8.

Job opportunity with VIC

Support pours in after raid
WE HAVE been inundated with
offers of help and support after
our charity centre was raided
by burglars who got away with
around £1,000.

Burglars smashed their way into

the VIC Centre in Bury Road

Haslingden, using a remembrance

stone and among the items taken

were deposits paid for a Christmas

meal in December.

Since the burglary overnight on

Friday November 17, people have

pledged to pay a meal for a veteran

and offered support and help.

Arts and Crafts Co-ordinator

Darren Horsnell was first on the

scene after about five minutes and

walked into a scene of devastation,

but the couple had already fled.

He said: “We were left sickened

by what happened, but I have

received so many messages of

goodwill and people wanting to

help put right what desperate

people did to our centre. 

“We have had donations, offers

of help with repairs and messages

wishing VIC a full recovery from the

damage and upset these thieves

have caused. 

“It is truly wonderful to know

that, despite the few, there are still

so many good people out there. 

“I’m sure when I say this it is

from everyone at VIC – thank you

all so much, it means we can

recover faster and continue to help

so many veterans and their

families.”

The planned Christmas meal will

go ahead and reservists from HMS

Eaglet in Liverpool have offered to

wait on the veterans at the lunch

on December 13 at the Rose ‘n’

Bowl in Stacksteads.

CCTV recorded a man and a

woman climbing over the wall from

the car park into the back yard and

spending around 30 minutes trying

unsuccessfully to break into a

workshop and the centre

They then picked up a memorial

stone inscribed with ‘Lest We

Forget’ and smashed a frosted

glass panel next to the rear door

triggering the alarm.

Once inside, the pair kicked their

way into the office and stole money

from locked cash boxes in locked

filing cabinets.

Charity tins containing money

raised from selling CDs and craft

items made by veterans along with

donation boxes and brew money

were also taken.

A HUGE fundraising event at
the Cornerstone Pub in Bacup
raised more than £730 for VIC.

VIC member Bill Ogden

organised the event and around 70

tickets were sold by Wishes Galore.

Entertainment was provided by

Keith Walmsley, himself a veteran, backed up by Ben

Riley the DJ with both entertainers providing their

services free of charge.

Bill said: “The bar staff Tasha, Daniel and Debbie

worked tirelessly before the event and throughout the

evening.”

Barbara Horne, along with VIC Chief Executive Liz

Hamilton and Bill, served meat and potato pie and

cheese and onion pie on equipment supplied by

Mainland Catering Equipment of Haslingden, who also

donated a raffle prize.

Bill added: “At the end of the evening spirits were

lifted higher when Jeannette Stone, the owner of the

Cornerstone, very kindly offered to match the ticket

takings by donating £300.”

Dansworks Dance Academy donated a raffle prize.

Fantastic fundraiser

THE back yard of a house of an
elderly former submariner was
cleaned by members of VIC. 

A works party of Jimmy Elsworth,

Jimmy Kudritzski, Andy Greaves,

Carole Mills, David Mills and Iain

Barrow were happy to help fill a skip

at the Haslingden home.

Helping hands

SHOPPERS in Bury’s Tesco were
entertained by the VIC Singing
Group and they generously
donated £410 to the charity.

A big thank you to both the

singers and the collectors.

Collectors are also needed for:

December 9 at Asda in Rawtenstall,

December 15 at The Mosses Centre,

Bury, December 16 at Tesco in Bury

and December 23 at Tesco in

Haslingden.

Superb total for singing while you shop



SCHOOL leavers have been
working with veterans to
clean up memorial stones
and spruce up our allotment
in Helmshore.

In the two years since the

First World War grave project

finished, the new stones had

been covered by leaves and

grass and so the young

volunteers were challenged to

clean them up in time for

Armistice Day.

Kian O’Brien. 17, from Bolton

said: “These are people who

fought in the First World War. I

feel better about myself for

helping the community and

helping people out.

“Those soldiers fought and

died for us and they are being

respected in death. I saw one

stone which remembered

someone who was only 17.”

Amber Gallagher, 16, from

Bury, said: “We are helping out

people who fought for us and

giving back to their families what

they deserve.”

The team from the National

Citizenship Service programme

based at the Masonic Hall, Bury,

went on to join VIC Outreach

Worker Steve Butterworth and

member Andy Greaves at the

allotment. 

Matt Wynne from NCS said:

“Thank you, the young people

really enjoyed it and gained a lot

from the experience.”
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VIC Transformational Coach
Gill Hughes is working with
veterans to help them rebuild
their lives.

Gill has spent more than 20

years working with employment

projects and has worked in the

public, private and voluntary

sector.

Her role is part of the Building

Better Opportunities Changing

Futures, jointly funded by the

European Social Fund and Big

Lottery.

She said: “I will be providing

one to one support for veterans

and their immediate families to

help them to make progress into

work and to make improvements

in their lives.

“I will help them with confi-

dence and motivation, look at

their health conditions and be

able to help them address a

range of different issues these

could be around homelessness,

mental health, drugs, alcohol or

disabilities.”

Gill said she had received a

lovely welcome from everyone at

VIC.

Transforming 

veterans’ lives

Crafty

Chatters held

a stall at the

Craft Fair at

Trinity Baptist

Church,

Bacup.

Sailor’s

farewell
MEMBERS of VIC
joined forces with
other veterans to
make sure a
101-year-old veteran
received the send off
he deserved.

Ernest Capstaff

was survived only by

a niece and her

husband and a

nationwide appeal

was made for

veterans to attend his

funeral in Accrington.

In the Second

World War, the Royal

Navy veteran fought

against the Japanese

Imperial Fleet.

VIC is supporting
Bacup and
Stacksteads Carnival
Organisation by
entering a quiz on
January 24 at 7pm at
the Rose ‘n’ Bowl.

Tickets are £5

including supper. To

join the team contact

the office on 01706

833180.

VETERANS, their
families and
supporters are being
asked to share their
experience of
accessing health
care services.

Healthwatch

Lancashire and

Healthwatch

Blackpool are running

the joint project. To

take part visit

https://www.survey

monkey.co.uk/r/access

forveterans 

Quiz call

Survey 

TWO standards for the
British Legion and Royal
Navy discovered after a
church closed will now be
on permanent display.

The historic flags were found

in Grade II Listed St James CE

Church on Tower Street,

Heywood, which is currently for

sale. 

At the VIC Sandbag Café, at

Sandon House, Heywood, both

Standards were officially handed

over to the Vicar of St Luke’s CE

Church on York Street.

Members of Heywood

Veterans’ Association, HVA,

were in attendance along with

the Mayor of Rochdale

Councillor Ian Duckworth, a

former Royal Corps of Signals

soldier.

Cleaning up on VIC projects

Standards preserved forever

Second World War despatch rider

Lewis Banham wowed 2nd

Rossendale Cubs by recounting

his wartime experiences just days

after celebrating his 95th

birthday with friends at the VIC

Centre in Haslingden.



What’s On and Where
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Want to help?
To donate to support the work of Veterans

In Communities please visit our 

website and click on the secure 

BT MyDonate page

www.vic.org.uk

Contacts

Outreach Service

10am-noon

MONDAY - first week only
Place de Creil, near Wilkos, Nelson.

MONDAY - second week only
Market Place Car park, Town Square Colne.

MONDAY - third week only
Town Square, Albert Road, Barnoldswick.

PENDLE

Outreach Service 

MONDAYS OR TUESDAYS (check with VIC)

1-3pm

Second floor Accrington Market Hall.

HYNDBURN

Combat Stress Helpline

0800 138 1619

NHS Military Veterans Psychological

Therapies Service (NW)

0161 253 6638 

The Royal British Legion

0808 802 8080 7 days a week 8am - 8pm

SSAFA

email Lancashire@ssafa.org.uk

01772 260 462

Rossendale Citizens’ Advice

0300 456 2552 Mon to Fri 10am-4pm

The Samaritans

01706 830999       Freephone 116 123

Mental Health Helpline

0800 915 4640 Mon to Fri 7pm - 11pm Sat

& Sun 12 noon to 12 midnight 

Royal Air Forces Association

01772 426930 

Veterans UK Free Helpline

0808 1914 218

East Lancashire Single Point of Access

via GP or self-referral

01282 657116 

All activities are held at the VIC Centre,

Bury Road, Haslingden, BB4 5PL, unless
otherwise stated.

Outreach Service

MONDAY-FRIDAY
10am-3pm

To book a home appointment call 01706
833180.
MONDAY
Crafty Chatters
10.30am-12.30pm

WEDNESDAY
Community Arts and Crafts
10am-noon

Art Class
2pm-4pm

Jubilee Court, Jubilee Road, Haslingden,

BB4 4DD.

THURSDAY
Rossendale Citizens’ Advice (weekly)
by appointment only 
Singing Group (weekly)

6.30-8.30pm

TUESDAY AND FRIDAY
Art Group and drop-in
10.30am-3.30pm 

SECOND SATURDAY
Veterans’ Breakfast Club 
10am-12-30pm

Bumbles’ Cafe, Haslingden Community

Link, Bury Road, Haslingden BB4 5PG

Walking Group

Walks will be held on alternate THURSDAYS,

weather permitting. Log on to VIC Facebook

page to see where the next walks will be.

Outdoor Activities
Log on to our website and follow the link on

Projects and Activities to see what we have

planned and how to book a place. A full leaflet

is available.

Positive Art

Our art shop is now based at the VIC Centre,

Bury Road, Haslingden, BB4 5PL, contact

01706 833180 for details.

The Sandbag Cafe and drop in
TUESDAY
10am-noon – drop in 11am-noon

Sandon House, Taylor Street, Heywood

OL10 4EF.

TUESDAY AND SOME FRIDAYS
11am-3pm

Allotment, Latrigg Crescent, Langley,

Middleton M24 4LU.

Call Tony 07534 381723.
THURSDAY
9.30-10.30am Rochdale Breakfast Club,

Rochdale Town Hall Bistro OL16 1AB.

10.30am-noon

VIC Outreach
1 Riverside, Rochdale OL16 1UB.

THURSDAY
11.30am-1.30pm

Lighthouse Project, Unit S6b/c Middleton

Shopping Centre, Limetrees Road,

Middleton M24 4EL.

Walking Group     

Walks will be held on alternate THURSDAYS
and are combined with Rossendale.

HEYWOOD,
MIDDLETON AND

ROCHDALE

ROSSENDALE

Chief Executive Liz Hamilton

lizhamilton@vic.org.uk

Operations Manager Bob Elliott 

bobelliott@vic.org.uk

07961 554 006

Outreach Worker Steve Butterworth

stevebutterworth@vic.org.uk

Transformational Coach Gill Hughes

gillhughes@vic.org.uk

Volunteer Outreach Worker Tony Stubbs

tonystubbs@vic.org.uk

Volunteer Outreach Worker Carole Mills

carolemills@vic.org.uk

Arts and Crafts Co-ordinator Darren Horsnell

darrenhorsnell@vic.org.uk

Outdoor Activities Co-ordinator Ivy Limbrick

ivylimbrick@vic.org.uk

Singing Group Bookings Barry Hyde

barryhyde@vic.org.uk

www.facebook.com
VIC Veterans In Communities

Supported by NHS Heywood, Middleton
and Rochdale Clinical Commissioning

Group's social investment fund

VIC supported by:

East Lancashire

Clinical Commissioning Group


