
Breaking News: Musbury Fabrics wins this years 
Dementia Friendly Business award. More on this—next 
issue 

I have just returned from a trip to China. A beautiful and 

fascinating country. However I witnessed  some great 

community activities, but hugely impressive was the 

way older people are supported and respected. And 

that support is integrated clearly with participation of 

the younger folk. 

Intergenerational activity is a key factor to older 

peoples’ well-being generally, but in particular with 

those living with dementia, and it’s an experience that 

carries a reciprocal value. Rossendale schools have to be 

commended for the way they enjoy meeting and mixing 

with our older generation.  

Dementia Friends is an awareness session available for 

all ages and it opens the mind to what dementia is; how 

it can affect someone; and causes people to be inspired 

to help. Our young people are leading the way here but 

supporting people affected by dementia (including the 

carers) is something we as a community can act on in an 

integrated way. If you are interested in becoming a 

Dementia Friend then please get in touch. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Brian Topping Chair of Dementia Friendly Rossendale 

Introducing Lorna Lageard – DFR’s Art Ambassador  

“Throughout my art work experiences, I feel that using 

images and art can help people recall, reminisce and 

share life experiences more easily. Reminiscence can give 

people with dementia more confidence by using their 

remaining skills. I am currently running workshops within 

the local community and my aim is to get the local 

community involved and included in local art 

opportunities.  

I currently have a piece of my Textile Art in Haworth Art 

Gallery in Accrington. The piece of work  (see below) is 

titled ‘Fragmented Memories’ - it is of my mother on her 

wedding day and within each corner is a embroidered 

map of London. In the middle there is a Quote “All you 

need is – Memories - is all you need” . It depicts the fact I 

want to keep my memories of a beautiful lady alive. 

I have a BA(Hons) in contemporary Textiles and currently 

studying for my Master degree in Surface Pattern design 

and Textiles. In my MA I am intending to bring awareness 

in an art form and I want my MA to have a meaningful 

purpose to it. 

If anyone has any Art related enquires please don’t 

hesitate to contact me on Lorna-jane2017@hotmail.com  
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To receive a copy of our quarterly 
newsletter by  

e-mail, log onto the address below 
and follow the instructions:  
http://eepurl.com/bkRNuz 

Contact us by email:  
dementia.rossendale@gmail.com 

Tweet us at:  
@DementiaRoss 

Gallery Rossendale Memory Choir 
1.30—3.30 pm Every  

Wednesday  
Kay Street Baptist Church, Kay 

Street, Rawtenstall,  

 

Dementia Café 
2.00—4.00 pm  

3rd Tuesday of each month 
(alternates) 

 
Nellie’s café 4 Rochdale Rd 

Bacup. OL13 9NZ 
 

Mel’s Café, 14 Manchester 
Road, Haslingden.  

 
If you have any queries contact: 

Alzheimer’s Society  
0300 150 3456 

Newsletter produced in partnership with Alder Grange School and East Lancashire Clinical Commissioning Group on behalf of  
Dementia Friendly Rossendale. 

Summer Wind – a music 

reminiscence event 

Saturday 14 October saw 

the first ever music event 

organised by DFR, held in St 

Mary’s Church, Rawtenstall. 

It was brilliantly supported 

by Rossendale Valley 

Sounds; Haslingden High 

School Soul Band; Thurs-

day’s Child; and singer Kyle 

Harrison – with the 150 

strong audience getting fully  

involved with feet tapping, 

hand clapping and not to 

forget the whistling!! Also in 

attendance were the Mayor 

and Mayoress of Rossendale 

and members of the Swain 

family, recognising that the 

event was in memory of Pa-

tricia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the afternoon 

was to raise dementia 

awareness, demonstrating 

the power of music to sup-

port reminiscence but also 

to entertain people affected 

by dementia in a safe and 

relaxed environment. We 

also had a representative 

from the Alzheimer’s Society 

in attendance to provide 

expert knowledge and infor-

mation.  

The event was hailed as a 

great success with many 

comments of huge enjoy-

ment and positive feedback 

and enquires if this will be 

an annual event. Well there 

is every chance that it will 

be..look out for announce-

ments. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Film about dementia 

Still Alice (Rated 12 & 97mins long). 

“Still Alice” is about a 50 year old lady – a 

linguistics expert who starts to have trou-

ble articulating herself. After realising her own dete-

rioration, she constantly reassesses her actions and 

tries to figure out how to cope, and not always in a 

dignified way. Medical advice reveals a diagnosis of 

early onset of Alzheimer’s. The story shows how her 

family reacts in different ways to this situation. But 

overall, this is a personal story, earnestly told and 

filled with great clarity of hope.  

Cook and eat with Dementia  

 CAST have run two 6 week cookery sessions this 
year giving people living with dementia the op-
portunity, with supervision, to regain a skill lost 
though this disease. A variety of dishes were 
cooked with a favourite being apple and straw-
berry crumble. As well as cooking, a social time 
was had at every session and good conversations 
were shared. We will be getting together again 
for a Christmas Social time next month. 

Ponies at Peers Farm –  a great event and 

reminiscence session plus a cream tea!! 
Thanks to the Red Lion for their kind dona-

tion from their fund raising events 

Thank you To the Partners and Staff at Cassons for 

their donation of £109 from a Pie and Peas lunch 
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