
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

We aim to produce this general 

Newsletter 4 times a year.  The 

Newsletter will update you on topical 

issues and distribute what we hope is 

useful information and items that are 

of interest. 
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'More Than You Think' Winter 

Campaign 

 

We have launched a campaign 

together with Blackburn with Darwen 

Clinical Commissioning Group and 

East Lancashire Hospital's Trust 

named 'more than you think', to 

remind people that there are other 

alternatives to A&E and urgent care 

centres. Read about the campaign on 

our website: 

www.eastlancsccg.nhs.uk/news  

 

NHS formally consults on proposals 

to close Calderstones 

NHS England is consulting on the 

proposed closure of Calderstones 

hospital in Lancashire.  The hospital is 

a long stay disability hospital which 

supports people with learning 

disabilities and autism. Read the full 

news story on our website. 

 

To contribute your views go to:  

https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/

consultation/learning-disability-

services/   

 
Help boost our Patient Partners 
membership and you could win £25! 
 
If, like us, you want the best possible 
health services for people in East 
Lancashire, then why not become a 
Patient Partner? It’s free to join, you 
will be entered into a prize draw to 
win a £25 voucher every month and 
you get to have your voice heard 
about important issues that affect 
your community. 
 

 Resettlement of Asylum Seekers 

Over the last 12 months there has 

been a steady flow of Asylum Seekers 

requiring GP Registration in the 

locality. After initially experiencing 

difficulties through the registration 

process, the Irwell Medical Practice 

produced a check list for Asylum 

Seeker GP registration that has now 

been shared with all of the GP 

Practices in not only Rossendale, but 

the whole of East Lancashire. 

Furthermore a local group of 

volunteers working closely with 

Rossendale Borough Council have 

formed a support group called RASS 

(Rossendale Asylum Seeker Support) 

who meet each week on a Tuesday at 

Haslingden Community Link offering 

friendship, English lessons plus general 

help and advice. 

 

Rossendale Community Paramedic 

The locality now has a dedicated 

Paramedic presence in Rossendale – 

Richard Peters is working closely with 

the Rossendale GP Practices, Care 

home nurses and the Rossendale first 

responder team, together with the 

community at large and arrangements 

have been made for him to be 

mentored by Dr Zeenat Sykes of the 

Illex View Medical Practice. 
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This is an exciting way to have your 

say and influence decision-making on 

a whole range of health services that 

are important to people in East 

Lancashire. Patient Partners is an 

involvement scheme for people who 

are interested in sharing their views 

and experiences to help to develop 

and improve services locally. 

Please encourage your friends and 

family to sign up too so they can be in 

with a chance to win as well. This is 

also their opportunity to get involved 

in the scheme and share their views 

and experiences to help us develop 

and improve services locally. 

  

You can become a member by 

completing our short online form at: 

http://www.eastlancsccg.nhs.uk/get-

involved/patient-partners 

 

Photo Competition Winners 

 

In April we launched our 

#healthyeastlancs photo competition, 

asking people to send in photos of 

what health & wellbeing means to 

them.  We have now selected the 

winning photos (see below) and these 

will feature in our 2017 calendar.   

 

 

Paediatric Services – Multi Specialty 

Community Service Provider (MCP) - 

Test pilot site                                    

Health care professionals from GP 

practices in Rossendale (via the EU 

federation) and the paediatric team 

from ELHT are working together with 

the aim to support families in 

Rossendale. This includes bringing 

more paediatric services out of the 

hospital where appropriate, helping 

people to maintain healthy lives and 

simplify the way families access advice 

about healthcare when they need it. 

Rossendale Integrated 

Neighbourhood Team (INT)               

The Rossendale INT is now well 

established with all of the Rossendale 

practices referring into the team. 

However more work remains as some 

practices are not referring as many 

patients as expected and clinical 

attendance from these practices at the 

multi-disciplinary team (MDT) 

meetings could be better. The INT is 

extremely fortunate to be led by a GP 

(Dr Hillary Wait) and have the input of 

a Community Geriatrician – Dr Amit 

Pramanik. Finally the INT are hosted by 

Rossendale Hospice and in doing so co-

located with the over 75s / LTC 

Nursing Team. Initial trends indicate 

that the service is both effective and 

making an impact in the locality.                                                 

Over 85s extended appointments    

The locality have run an initiative that 

provides funds to GP Practices for 

them to be able to spend more clinical 

consultation time with those patients 

that are aged over 85. This allows the 

GP to discuss, examine and review a 

patient who is over 85 recognising that 

frequently this age group may have 

many complex health issues to deal 

with and this allows for a longer and 

more comprehensive consultation. 

This initiative has been led by Dr John 

O’Malley from the Irwell Medical 

Practice and has been extended 

beyond its initial 12 month trial period. 
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