
 

There is hardly a week that passes where dementia is not 
the focus of a media headline or article. The more we get 
to understand about this disease, the more we can move 
closer to becoming dementia friendly as a community. 
 
Another Dementia Awareness Week will be soon upon us 
and plans are moving positively. Alongside this edition is 
a programme of information events at a number of local 
supermarkets, and we are running another round of 
reminiscence steam train trips on the East Lancs Railway, 
in partnership with the Bury dementia friendly 
community. But I must highlight a most marvellous 
drama production by Cotton Shed on the Monday night 
which brings a fresh dynamic to dementia awareness. 
 
Also in the programme is mention of a number of 
Dementia Friends sessions and I would encourage you to 
attend any one of these if you are interested in knowing 
more about dementia. We hope you can join with us in 
this special week. 
  

Brian Topping  
Chair of Dementia Friendly 
Rossendale 

Safe Places and Dementia Buddies  

We have two new leaflets covering each of these 
projects that will be available from our stalls during 
Dementia Awareness Week.  

 

These bring a further aspect of safety to those affected 
by dementia and I would encourage people to be 
involved with both. News about our activities during this 
important week, accompany this newsletter. 

In dedication to Patricia Swain: 
‘Summer Wind’  
14 October 2017, St Marys Church, free of charge 
 
We are organising an event that will capture sounds of 
jazz, rock and pop music of the 50’s and 60’s.  
 
Local groups and singers will be participating at the 
event. This event will be remembering some of the 
halcyon days of that time.  
 
Dementia advisors will be on hand to speak to you about 
anything dementia related. 

Well done DFR people  
Our flower arranging team led by our Sue Hemsley (Vice 
Chair) was nominated for a community project award 
and Paula Bond (Vice Chair) was nominated for her work 
connected with the Activity Forum and Holme Manor 
Care home. Well done to both. 

 
Breaking news: 
Carole Watchorn who was instrumental in setting up 
and running , the Friends 
Reminisce group has been 
voted Rossendale Hospice’s 
Woman of the Year as a result 
of her fantastic work achieved 
in our community. We pass on 
our congratulations and thank 
her for all the marvellous work 
she organises and supports for 
people affected by dementia.  
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To receive a copy of our quarterly newsletter by  
e-mail, log onto the address below and follow the 
instructions:  
http://eepurl.com/bkRNuz 

Contact us by email:  
dementia.rossendale@gmail.com 

 
Tweet us at: @DementiaRoss 

Rossendale Memory Choir 
 
1.30—3.30 pm Every  
Wednesday  
Kay Street Baptist Church, Kay Street, Rawtenstall,  
BB4 7LS 

Alzheimer Society Office has moved: 
Suite 203 and 204 
Pendle Business Centre, 
Commercial St, 
Nelson BB9 98T 
 
Telephone number: 0333 150 3456 

I work for East Lancashire Clinical Commissioning Group who are the purchasers of Health Care Services on behalf of the 

population of East Lancashire, and have been involved in DFR since its inception. In fact I was responsible for asking Brian Topping 

to be involved with the DFR initiative several years ago. I constantly feel concerned that statutory bodies (both County and Local 

Councils, along with Health) are in danger of placing dementia as a lesser priority, driven by continual resource and challenging 

funding decisions. The sensible solution to me was to support the development of a community led group and in DFR we have 

found this to work and it has gone from strength to strength.  

My main role in DFR is to support the work of Brian, the Steering Group, and the wider DFR agenda. One 

pleasing aspect of my involvement has been through the Rossendale Business Awards, where it’s been 

encouraging to see the importance of dementia awareness taken very seriously by the local business 

community. This has been reflected through an increase in both the quality of number of entries since 

DFRs joint sponsorship of the Customer Friendly Award. 

Andy Laverty 
Locality Commissioning Manager – Rossendale & DFR Steering Group Member 

Dementia Café 
 
2.00—4.00 pm  
3rd Tuesday of each month.  
Mel’s Café, 14 Manchester Road, Haslingden.  
 
If you have any queries contact: 
Nusrat: 01282 421233  

Newsletter produced in partnership with Alder Grange 
School and East Lancashire Clinical Commissioning 
Group on behalf of  
Dementia Friendly Rossendale. 

‘A Proper Break’ for carers of people 
with Dementia 
Crossroads Care East Lancashire provides support to 
carers of people living with dementia through the ‘A 
Proper Break’ project funded by the East Lancashire 
Clinical Commissioning Group.  

 

The project provides two hour respite a week for those 
who have no formal health and social care support¸ the 
service is flexible and available for a range of situations. 
Through consultation with beneficiaries, people with 
dementia and their carers often receive support only 
when they have reached a crisis point; this situation puts 
great pressure on the carer often for an extended period.  

 

"A Proper Break' provides early intervention and 
prioritises low-level support, that can be increased, in 
order to empower the carers and promote independence. 

 To find out more information: 

Telephone: 01282 832548  

Email: 
enquiries@crossroadseastlancs.org.uk. 

Fundraising for DFR 
More than £800 was raised for Dementia Friendly 
Rossendale through a sponsored golfing day organised by 
landlord Robert Holmes from the Red 
Lion pub in Newchurch.  
 
The event was sponsored by Lanes for 
Drains. A massive thank you to all 
who took part and donated. 

Remember to read our: 

Dementia Awareness Week Programme 

http://eepurl.com/bkRNuz

