
 

 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY ROSSENDALE  
Contact details: 
 

Brian Topping - DFR Chair 
Email: dementia.rossendale@gmail.com 
 

www.dementiafriendlyrossendale.org 
 
On Twitter at: @DementiaRoss 
 

This leaflet is designed to 
prompt you to think about and 

deal with some important 
matters following a dementia 

diagnosis 

Dementia  
Important and practical 

things to consider 
following a diagnosis 

Dementia is a progressive disease and people diag-

nosed in early on-set may be able to work and be 

socially interactive. This is likely to change and the 

Memory Assessment Service and GP will advise 

of this. The Alzheimer’s Society has excellent  

dementia advisors who can also support  through 

many of these changes. However if you or a carer 

or members of your family and friends would like 

further information, DFR can organise a dementia 

awareness session called Dementia Friends. It lasts 

about an hour and is free of charge. 

Dementia advice and 
awareness 

USEFUL NUMBERS AND 
CONTACTS 

Office of the Public Guardian (England and Wales)  
Website: www.justice.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0300 456 0300 
 
Solicitors for the Elderly 
Website: www.sfe.legal 
Tel:  0844 567 6173 
 
Department for Work and Pensions  
Website: www.dwp.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0843 487 1838 
 
Citizens Advice 
Website: www.rossendalecab.org.uk 
Telephone: 0844 826 9700 
 
Alzheimer’s Society 
Website: www.alzheimers.org.uk 
Telephone: 0300 222 1122 
 
Carers Link Lancashire 
Website:  www.eastlancscarers.org.uk 
Telephone: 01254 387444 
 
Crossroads East Lancashire 
Contact: enquiries@crossroadseastlancs.org.uk. 
Telephone:  01282 832548 

 

Dementia Friendly  

Rossendale 

Driving 

A dementia diagnosis is not a sole reason to stop driv-
ing.  What matters, from both a legal and a practical 
point of view, is whether the person is still able to 
drive safely. A person must use a range of mental 
abilities including: attention and concentration; speed 
awareness and road positioning skills; problem-
solving skills; judgement and decision-making; and 
reaction and processing skills.  

Memory loss, often a major early symptom of demen-
tias such as Alzheimer's disease, does not generally 
feature strongly here. Different kinds of memory are 
needed for safe driving - for example remembering a 
route, how to change gear and what road signs mean. 
But in a person with dementia, problems with the abili-
ties above tend to affect driving sooner than problems 
with memory loss. 

Dementia can affect all of these skills -  it is listed as a 
medical condition and is why the licensing agencies 
need to know about a diagnosis straightaway. 

For further advice contact DVLA. Tel: 0300 790 6806 

www.gov.uk/contact-the-dvla 



 
 
 
 

Dealing with a joint bank account  
 

Lasting Power of Attorney (property and financial 
affairs) - LPA 
 
The LPA enables a person (the donor) to appoint an-
other person (the attorney) to make decisions about 
their finances and property if they lose the mental 
ability to make these decisions themselves.  The LPA 
can also be used if the donor becomes physically 
incapable of managing their finances, provided the 
donor consents. 
  
More than one attorney can be appointed by the do-
nor and the donor has the option to include prefer-
ences and instructions in respect of the management 
of their affairs.  If the attorney has to act in connection 
with the financial affairs of the donor they are under a 
legal obligation to act in their best interests. 
  
The completion of the any LPA should not be delayed 
as it is important they are put in place whilst the donor 
still has mental capacity and they will need to be reg-
istered with the Office of the Public Guardian before 
they can be used. 
 
 
 
Court of Protection—This court protects the rights of 
people who do not have mental capacity. When a 
person who does not have mental capacity has not 
made, or is not capable of making, a power of attor-
ney, this Court  can decide who can handle the per-
son’s affairs. The person appointed is usually a family 
member and is known as a Deputy.  
See the contact information on the reverse. 
 

Lasting power of attorney 

People can make a will after a diagnosis of dementia 
as long as they are able to understand what a will 
does, that they have a broad knowledge as to the as-
sets they own and are aware of the extent of their fam-
ily members and friends to enable them to make an 
informed decision as to how they would want to distrib-
ute their money and possessions when they die. 

Having a dementia diagnosis does not automatically 
mean that the person cannot make a will, but it is bet-
ter to put it in place as soon as possible whilst some-
one is still able to make the necessary decisions and 
also for peace of mind. 

 

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) ap-
pointee The DWP can appoint someone (an 
appointee) to act on behalf of a person receiving 
state benefits who cannot manage their benefit-
related affairs because they have a physical disa-
bility or do not have mental capacity.  

If you want to be an appointee for someone else 
you should contact that person’s local DWP office 
and explain that the person wants you to manage 
their benefits because they cannot do so them-
selves. 

If you are the carer, you should seek advice at the 
earliest opportunity as to what Benefits are availa-
ble for you. As well as your local DWP office, Citi-
zens Advice can give you very helpful and compre-
hensive guidance. 

Citizens Advice can also advise you on a range of 
expense issues - e.g about energy savings; and 
handling debt. 

 

Carers 

The carer is of equal focus here. There are a num-
ber of organisations that are structured to assist 
carers—for example 

Carers Link Lancashire offer information and 
support through Carers Assessments and Contin-
gency planning. 

Crossroads East Lancashire can facilitate short 
term respite care to allow the carer to have time to 
deal with matters away from care responsibilities. 

Making a will Benefits 

‘”””It is possible to live well with dementia 

A joint account allows two people to use an account 
either separately or together. Depending on the terms 
and conditions of the joint account, another person 
may be given access to a joint account on behalf of 
one of the account holders.  

If one joint account holders loses mental capacity, 
banks and building societies can decide whether or not 
to temporarily restrict the use of the account to essen-
tial transactions only (for example, living expenses and 
medical or residential care bills) until a deputy has 
been appointed or a power of attorney registered. If a 
person has a joint account with someone who is 
losing mental capacity, they should talk to their 
bank or building society as soon as they can. 


